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This inicmational search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmined to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the Inteniational Bureau. 

This international search report consists of a total of Vy sheets. 

It is also accompanied by a copy ofeach prior ait document cited in this report. 



Basis of the Report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 



□ 



the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

With regard to any nneleotidc and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 

search was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

the Statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished. 

Certain claims were found unsearcluble (See Box 1). 



□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 

^ Unity of invention is lacldng (See Box 11). 
With regard to the title. 



□ 



the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



With regard to the abstract, 

^3 the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b). by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit conmients to this Authority. 



The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 

□ 

as suggested by the applicant. |/\| 

□ 

because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

□ 

because this figure better characterizes the invention. 



None of the figures 
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Box i Obscrvatloni where certain claims were found uniearchable (Continuation of Item I of flrtt sheet) 



This inicmational report has noi been csublished in respect of certain claims under Article l7(2Xi) for the following reasons: 

I. Q Claim Nos.: 

because they retaie to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



I I Claim Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaninghil international search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. O Claim Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Boil il Observations where unity of invention Is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this inteniational application, as follows: 
Please See Continuation Sheet 



As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this iritcnuitional search report covers all 
searchable claims. 

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite 
payment of any additional fee. 

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report 
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequendy, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: I -6 

Remaric on Protest I I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC(7) : CI2N 5/04. 5/10. 15/82; AOIH 1/00 
US CL : 536/23. 1 . 24.5; 24.5; 800/286; 435/320, 4 1 9 
According to Inicmational Patcnl Ciassification (IPC) or io both notional classification and IP C 

B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documcnution searched (classification system followed by classiftcalton symbols) 
U.S. : 536/23.1, 24.5; 24.5; 800/286; 435/320, 419 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name ofdata base and. where practicable, search terms used) 



C DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category * 



Y 
Y 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



HUNTER el al. 2000. Sequence and Analysis of chromosome I of the plant Arabidopsis. 
Nature. Vol 408. pages 816-820. 
WU et al. US 5981842. Nov 9. 1999. 



Relevant to claim No. 



1-6 
1-6 



□ 

Further documents arc listed in the continuation of Box C. | | Sec patent family annex. 



* Specnl cttegories of cited docamenu: 

"A" dociimeittdefiaiiig the genenl state ofdK an whkhb not comi^^ 
paniculzr relevance 

"BT earlier applicatioo or patem published on or after them 

"L" tfocumeittw^ nay difowdotibtt on priority chini(s) or wh^ 

esublisl) die p i i h lira t ioo dale of another citation or other special reason (as 
specified) 

"O" docionent referring to an oral dbcbsine. use. exhibitioo or other means 
"P* documetfpiMdied prior to the imernatiooal filing date timt^ 



later docwnent pnh K s hf d after the intemational filing date or priority 
date «id not in conflict with the application but died to *« Hfn !aTTd the 
principle or dieory underlying dw invention 



"X" 



-4- 



consideitd novel or cumot be considered to involve an inventive step 
when the document b taken alone 



document of particular relevance; dw ctumed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document iscontbmed 
with one or more other such doc um e nts , sndi conAinatioo being 
obvious to a person skiQcd in the ait 

document member of the same patent fiuntly 



Date of the actual completion of the intemational search 
08 June 2005 (08.06.2005) 
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BOX II. OBSeRVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which arc not so linked as to form a single general inventive 
conccpi under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid. 

Group I. claim(s) 1-6. drawn to a transgenic plant comprising a plant transformation vector comprising a nucleotide sequence that encodes 
or is complementary to a sequence that encodes a DR03 polypeptide comprising the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID No. 2. or an ortholog 
thereof, wherein transgenic plant has increased drought tolerance relative to control plants, a plant part, a method ofpioducing increased 
drought tolerance by introducing into progenitor cells of a plant a vector comprising said sequence or an ortholog thereof, wherein said 
plant exhibits increased drought tolerance, and a plant obtained thereof. 

Group II, claim(s) 7-9, drawn to a method of generating a plant having an increased drought tolerance phenoiypc comprising identifying a 
plant that has an allele in its DR03 gene that results in increased drought tolerance phenotypc. the method of claim 7 that employs 
candidate genc/QTL methodology, the said method that employs TILLING methodology. 

The inventions listed as Groups 1 and II do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 
1 3.2. they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: Group I is drawn to a transgenic plant 
modified to exhibit increased tolerance to drought, and Group 11 is drawn to a method of generating a plant having increased drought 
tolerance phenotype. 
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